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THE GREEN 
A WORLD-WIDE EFFORT FOR DECENTRAUZATION 
AND RURAL REV/VAL 
Volume 6, Number 3 
11Culture Need Not Die In The 
Country; My Days Are Perfect'' 
By Ted Odell 
Rt. I. Brodhead, Wis. 
I live in a three room cabin on 
a 15-acre tract submerged in a 
thousand acres of Wisconsin tim­
ber and water. I'm well out of 
sight of any other people during 
most of the year. By supposition 
most people would think any 
·'cultural" or intellectual life 
would be impossible under such 
circumstances. Nonetheless, the 
year I have lived in this environ­
ment was probably the third 
most culturally active (of 27) in 
my life. Only two exceeded in 
that respect, one while I was a 
student at Harvard College; the 
other, a lesser breed. 
A Typical Day 
Let me describe a typical day 
in my life here. Rise 8 a.m., pre­
pare breakfast over wood fire 
and listen to the morning concert 
over the state radio network 
(by portable FM, no electricity). 
F-rom 9 to 11, read my weekly is­
sue of The New Republic. expe­
dite correspondence. At 11, a uni­
versity lecture course (e.g., Na­
tionalist Movements in the Near 
East and North Africa or Capital­
ism and Socialism). At 12, have 
lunch. Go outdoors, enjoy hiking 
miles in the crisp air in the sur­
rounding hills and forests. Cut 
wood for recreation (and fuel). At 
2:15 perhaps tune in on "Music in 
the Romantic Era" or "Greek and 
Roman Culture," but more likely 
spend the whole afternoon out­
doors. At 5 or 6, indoors, prepare 
supper (always delicious after a 
bike, consisting of wines, meats, 
cheeses, salads, fruits), tune in an 
hour of classical chamber music. 
After dinner, get out the current 
volume of study - Curtis' The 
Ted Odell with 
axe and a log. 
Vegetation of Wisconsin, Shan­
non's The Farmer',;; Last Fron­
tier, or Humphrey's The Art of 
Making Dances. Read (by kero­
sene lamp) for an hour. Tune in 
Prof. Risjord's American History 
lectures or Prof. Boardman on 
China. Take notes. At 8:30 re­
sume readings while tuning in 
evening concert. At 11 or 12 re­
tire. A perfect da,.y. 
Nature Study and Choral Singing 
While reading such works as 
Rutherford Flatt's 1001 Oues· 
tions Answered About Tree-.., I 
make field studies of trees (our 
oaks serve splendidly). Sirµilar 
use may be made of the stars, the 
waters, the soils and the hills, 
herbs, etc. foetry; inquiry; never 
had it better. 
I draw for my stock of reading 
from an excellent library system 
for rural communities. The edu­
cational radio network has ten 
FJV[ outlets throughout the state 
and can. be heard in the remotest 
North Woodsl 
In addition, I participate in the 
Choral Union (oldest singing so­
ciety in the Middle West), 27 
miles away in Milton (population, 
3,000). We make our own record­
ings. My first performance was 
in Berlioz' Requiem (cast of 500), 
the second, in Berlioz' Te Deum 
and Vivaldi's Gloria (v,ith a cast 
of 700). 
I do not grow my own food be­
cause all the land is timbered and 
I am not at liberty to change this 
situation. I am not privately 
wealthy. I earn my year's cash in 
summer conservation work. My 
amusements are those of action, 
contemplation and nature. In 
Wisconsin, culture need not die 
in the country. 
City Crises Are Forcing A New Look 
At Small Farms and Rural Living 
A recent poll shows that 49 % 
of all Americans would prefer to 
live in a rural area - either in a 
small town or on a farm. 
Yet only one-third do. This gap 
between those who do and those 
who only say they want to is fo­
cusing more attention on the con­
dition of rural America. Presi­
dent Johnson says he wants some­
thing done about it. Two high 
level study commissions have re­
ported on it: six cabinet officials 
held a symposium on it; Congress 
is digging into it. 
Small Farm Outdated? 
In 1966 the Food and Fiber 
Commission concluded that the 
small farm was outdated and 
hopelessly lost in the backwash 
of the technological revolution. 
Some .. officials" have said. •·good 
riddance." A general emphasis 
is that big farms are more effi­
cient. (They certainly get a high­
er percentage of "government 
payments," as the 1.3 million 
arms with less than SlO 000 in 
gross sales, in 1964, got only one­
third of government payments.) 
This position on little farms, 
however, was taken before the 
1967 big city violence and riot-
ing, which has aroused public 
opinion as few current issues 
have. More and more people now 
point accusing fingers at rural 
migration as a cause of city ills. 
The Rural Poverty Commis­
sion, reporting in the wake of the 
riots, now says that the small 
farmer should be helped to stay 
in business; it wants to sharply 
cut the moving of up to 600,000 
persons a year from farms to 
cities. 
Government" to the Rescue? 
Secretary of Agriculture Or­
ville Freeman says it's time to 
ease economic pressures forcing 
hundreds of thousands off the 
land. His plan would fight specu­
lation by allowing the govern­
ment to buy farm land and re-sell 
it to small farmers at a fair price; 
it would fight tight money by of­
fering long-term loans at reduced 
rates for buying farm land; and 
it would assist retiring farmers in 
leasing land to small farmers. 
(Summarized from the February, 
1968, National Grange magazine.) 
Why No Deeper Solutions? 
For the most part, all leading 
(continued on page 2) 
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Two Strong Decentralists Speak To . ;-­
Power Groups and Decision Makers 
Lewis Mum.ford and Paul Good­
man, philosophers and prophets, 
are distinguished and widely­
jiscussed decentralists on the 
American scene. That they were 
both invited in 1967 into serious 
:liscussion with American power 
groups is extremely significant, 
any way you look at it. 
Some people say this is a sign 
of the decay and despair in 
America - that military-indus­
trial leaders are so frightened at 
the morass they have created 
that in desperation they are will­
ing to take counsel from the 
opposition. Others, more hope­
ful, say this measures growth 
3.Ild openness on the part of the 
power-structure - that leaders 
really want new ways out. Prob­
ably some men in power are at 
both levels. Decentralists and 
green revolutioners should be 
aware of this important ex­
change, and take what heart 
they can from it. 
early man was distinguished 
most, not by his tool-making as 
anthropoligists claim, but by 
psychological, artistic and spirit­
ual aspects. (A long review of 
this book is scheduled soon in 
Modern Uiopian, Search For A 
Way Out, now 40c a copy, from 
2441 Leconte Ave., Berkeley, 
Calif. 94709.) 
In the spring of 1967, Dr. 
Mumford addressed engineers, 
technicians and the faculty of 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology, exploring the thesis of 
his then forthcoming book and · 
showing how his audience had 
misled the world. 
In Senate Hearings 
In May 1967, he was invited 
to hearings of a committee (with 
U. S. Senator Abraham Ribicoff 
as chairman) considering crash 
programs to rehabilitate our na­
tion's cities. Mumford there ad­
mitted he wasn't an authority 
in architecture or city planning 
but said that '·from all the mis­
takes made in the past 25 years 
in urban renewal, highway build­
ing, land use, etc., I would blush 
to be found in the company 
of such 'experts'." Furthermore, 
''wholesale government interven­
tion (no matter how much money 
is spent) will have no better re­
sults without asking far more 
fundamental questions and set­
ting more human goals." 
tee's acceptance of ·'the necessity 
for an ever-expanding, machine­
centered economy, as if this were 
one of the great laws of nature." 
and their antagonistic proposals 
of restoring neighborhoods with 
the technology of megalopolis. 
·'Democracy in any active sense 
begins and ends in communities 
small enough for their members 
to meet face to face." 
He pointed out that a huge sup­
ply of capital �ould skyrocket 
already inflated land values. v,ith 
disproportionate amounts 'going 
to land owners and real-estate 
speculators. It would invite ever-
greater mega-machines into the 
building industry. And human 
neighborhoods would go up in 
smoke. His final words were 
"Go slow. Experiment with small 
measures and small units .... The 
time for fresh thinking on this 
whole subject is long overdue." 
Paul Goodman 
Goodman ( leff) and Mumford 
Lewis Mumford 
Mumford told them that the 
_popularized concept of.megalopo­
lis is a -silly idea - "the mess is 
the message and the more mas­
sive the mess, the more muddled 
the message." New cities must 
foster neighborhood life, social 
cooperation and human identity. 
A regional urban pattern would 
be a network of cities of different 
forms and sizes set in publicly 
protected open space permanent­
ly dedicated to agriculture and 
recreation. Mumford calls mecha­
nized organization and mass tech-
In his youth, at the turn of the 
century, Lewis Mumford was 
training to be an engineer. ms 
early writings appeared in 
Modern Electrics and Scientific 
Monthly. From his 1931 course 
on "The Drama of The Ma­
chines," at Columbia University, 
came his pioneer work, Technics 
and Civiliaiion. (This book, in 
a post-graduate course in 1936, 
influenced me to decentralism, 
School of Living and homestead­
ing.-MJL] 
Paul Goodman is also a oro­
lific writer and speaker in behalf 
of anarcho-decentralism. In Com­
munitas, years ago, he and his 
brother presented various life 
styles, including Borsodi home­
stead communities. He has taught 
in several universities, written a 
score of books, talked to hun­
dreds of student groups (always 
openly critical of industrial, cen­
tralized and sexual domination). 
Since the mid-fifties bis book 
titles include· Growing Up Ab­
surd. People or Personnel, Utopi­
an E;;says. The Society 1 Live In 
Is Mine, and The Moral Ambigui­
ty of America - all aimed at hu­
manizing cities, business and life 
in general - and his attack on 
the educational system in Com­
munity of Scholars and Compul­
sory Mis-Education (a central con­
cept in Borsodi's Education and 
Living). 
You Are Dangerous Men 
In October, 1967 (the same 
week protesters held the March 
on the Pentagon), Goodman was 
(continued on page 4) Since then Mumford has writ­
ten a score of books critical of 
modern technical civilization, in­
cluding a famous series on cities 
and the condition and transfor­
mation of man. His most recent, 
The Myth of the Machine (Har-
. court-Brace, 1967) reexamines the 
whole course of human develop­
ment, and its conclusion is that 
nology, which increase authorian­
ism and reduce human initiative 
and self-direction, the "mega­
machine." 
Deceniralist Challenge 
No sound public housing policy 
will result until other liabilities 
are reckoned with, such as over­
production of motor cars and un­
disciplined chemical, drug. rock­
et. television and narcotics indus­
tries. He challenged the commit-
"Regeneration, A Total Approach," Is 
Conference Theme On April 26, 27, 28 
"New leaders" and ·'new•· peo­
ple will gather at the Heathcote 
School of Living Center the last 
weekend in April to consider the 
old and ever-new problem of hu­
man growth and development. 
In charge of the conference are 
Jim Stapleton and Margie Wolfe.­
young educators, artists and so­
cial activists now in Washington, 
D. C. (1638 17th St., N.W.). Jim 
has completed several years of 
graduate study in phlosophy and 
social sciences. He maintains a 
strong interest in decentralization 
and particularly in Eric Gill. A 
year ago Jim and Margie visited 
Lane's End and last August they 
attended our members' week at 
Heathcote Center. Intrigued by 
the School of Living's "total ap­
proach" to education and living, 
they offered (in January) to plan 
and execute this April confer­
ence. 
Range of New Leaders 
One hope for the April meeting 
is an exchange, among leaders in 
various social action groups, on 
both concept and method for hu­
man regeneration (including as­
pects of decentralization). 
Among those scheduled to be 
present for discussion are a new 
individualist theorist. a new left 
theorist, a leader in an experi­
mental community, and a poet. 
All School of Living members are 
welcome, of course. Margie and 
Jim and others working with 
them hope that '·new life for the 
School of Living" will be an out­
come of this session. 
Arrival is suggested on Friday 
afternoon, April 26. for an ori­
entation meeting that evening. 
Discussions \vill continue until 
mid-afternoon Sunday, with at 
least one workbee scheduled dur­
ing the weekend. Costs will 
be somewhat flexible, probably 
averaging about $3 a day (bring 
bedding). Heathcote Center is a 
short walk from the Greyhound 
bus stop at Maryland Line, Md. 
25 miles south of York, Pa.). Ad­
jress of Heathcote Center is Rt. 1, 
Box 129, Freeland, Md. 21053. 
Maple Syrup and 
Valentine's Day 
Dan Lefever (11), Sonnewald 
Homestead, Spring Grove, Pa., 
delighted himself, his family and 
friends with a real maple syrup 
project he started in January. 
Attracted by the picture on 
Organic Gardening of a family 
friend, naturalist Euell Gibbons. 
gathering sap from trees, Dan 
carefully read the accompan;ying 
article by Gibbons, "Barrels of 
Sweet Fun,'· and then got out one 
of Gibbons· books and read his 
excellent chapter on ·'Sweets 
from Trees." Immediately he de­
cided to try it out. 
First thing. he. went after some 
elderberry sticks and began mak­
ing the spiles or spigots to drive 
into holes bored into trees. In two 
evenings he had prepared and 
collected all his equipment. so be 
loaded his knapsack and went off 
to the woods. Then he decided he 
needed some help. He called his 
older brother, Evan (who liyes at 
Heathcote Center and works with 
a tree surgery company), to come 
home on Saturday to help him 
find the right kind of trees. 
The first Saturday they tapped 
eight trees. Danny has now dou­
bled this, and has sited more that 
we will work on later. The sap 
ran heavily for about two weeks: 
then. with a temperature drop. 
he didn't get much. Some eve­
nings he brought in frozen cakes 
of sap, and sometimes he excited-
(continued on page 2) 
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Is An 11lndividual" A Whole Or A Part 
In This Cosmic Scheme We Live In? 
individual is, indeed, sovereign 
and of infinite worth; but this im­
mortal creative individual is 
what we have in common - not 
what each human mind guards in 
his or her private body. The soul 
is not a private thing inside the 
body; the body is a private thing 
inside the all-encompassing spa­
tial soul. 
Ecological Community Important 
[The following article is a test 
in General Semantics. What do 
the words ·'individual," ·'whole," 
"part," mean to you? What feel­
ings do you have invested in 
them? How readily would you ac­
cept new meanings for them? 
Wendell Thomas, author of sev­
eral books, has recently sent to 
a publisher a new manuscript, 
Toward A World Culture, that 
integrates philooophy (or reli­
gion), science and ethical econom­
ics. He presents there a profound 
base for the person. family and 
community; in his view, "estab­
lishing viable ecological commu­
nities - with ethical economic 
patterns - is the most important 
thing in the human world." (He 
has been a member of Celo In­
tentional Community, Burnsville, 
N. C., for 30 years.) Read, re-read 
and study his comments on ·'in­
dividual." Give yourself a chance 
to rethink the reality behind this 
combination of letters. - Editor] 
A person is a common cosmic 
individual manifested through 
ecological community, family and 
private body. Personality is pre­
cious and to be developed and ex­
pressed. The best expression­
gi ven a certain body-is achieved 
through the best ecological com­
munity and affiliated private 
family. That is why the most im­
portant thing in the human 
world, as I see it, is to establish 
viable ecological communities. 
Top Left: leanto with barn in back; woodpile in cen­
ter; pump house and cabin to the right; birches 
in background. 
Above : Ferdi ( left} and G i l  Shepard using two-man 
saw to fell trees for cabin to be built. 
Left: Bob and Ferdi sawing stove wood; Patsy arid 
Geordi holding log on sawbuck. 
By Wendell Thomas 
Musetta Giles asks me, in re­
sponse to a letter of mine in 
Green Revohrlion, · 'If the indi­
vidual isn't 'an independent pri­
vate human mind and body,' then 
what in the world is it?" rd like 
to converse with her on a radio 
program for a world of listeners, 
for she is a thinker wrestling can­
didly with our traditional cul-
ture. 
What do we ordinarily mean 
when we talk so glibly about "the 
individual"? Do we mean a spe­
cific body? A specific mind? A 
specific soul? All three together? 
Is .the soul a mind? Must the indi­
vidual be human? Do only hu­
mans have mind or soul? Is my 
companionable dog a mere auto­
matic machine? Confusion. 
We are told that "the individ­
ual" (meaning a human being) is 
sovereign, supreme, and "of in­
finite worth." Is an incurable 
idiot this sovereign individual. A 
·'feral" child? A. fetus? When mil­
lions of South American mothers 
o.bort, tb.<>.t th<>ir ,.,.\..-.,..,..dy- born 
children may survive, are they 
killing supreme beings? If not, 
when does the developing animal 
become "supreme"?. 
I do not know of any factor in 
W estem culture more responsi­
ble for getting civilization into 
our current horrible predicament 
than our confusion and down­
right false ideas about the indi­
vidual. Please let me explain. I'll 
try to be as brief as explanation 
permits. 
"Individual" from Indivisible 
The word individual comes 
from the Latin individuus, rriean­
ing something indivisible. In 
translations of the Greek Aris­
totle's scientific works, the word 
individual is used for Aristotle's 
tode tl, "a this" - such as "this 
stone." or "this mouse." Those 
who preach that "the individual" 
is sovereign, supreme, and ·'of in­
finite worth" do not, of course, 
mean "a (material) this." They 
vaguely assume that the individ­
ual is ' ·the human soul." They 
have ingested the Platonic tra­
dition of the church. Plato specu­
lated that reason, mind. and soul 
were the same thing, the same 
spontaneously creative indivisi­
ble and immortal substance. Then 
he opined - in what I consider 
the world's worst philosophical 
blunder - that the soul is im­
material! 
Real Space-­
Active and Immaterial 
Two Strong, cont'd 
invited to speak his mind to mem­
bers of the National Security In­
dustrial Association, an organiza­
tion formed in 1944 to "maintain 
and enhance the war-time com­
munication between the arma­
ment industries and government" 
(included are all the giant corpo­
rations in the country - aircraft, 
electronic, steel, motor, chemlcal, 
food, etc.). 
His subject was, "Research 
and Development for the Socio­
Economic Environment of the 
1970s," and his invitation said, 
" 'your accomplishments qualify 
you to speak with authority on 
the subject." He rather thought 
they had invited him in order to 
"present an image of wide-rang­
ing discussion',-- and decided that 
insteading of reasoning about 
basic premises he w ould "simply 
confront them and soberly tell 
them off." 
He reproached them for not 
having invited anyone under 30 
(some in that category were pick­
eu:ng ou.\sio.e). 'To \b.eu:: goals oi 
urt>an aeve1opmen't, con'tmumg 
education and improved environ­
ment he added, "reviving Ameri­
can 'democracy, rescuing the ma­
jority of mankind from deepen­
ing poverty and ensuring the sur­
vival of mankind." 
These goals, he told them, re­
quire research and experimenta­
tion, but not by them. "You peo­
ple are unfitted by your commit­
ments, your experience, your cus­
tomary methods, your recruit­
ment and your moral disposition. 
You are the military-industrial 
force of the United States. the 
most dangerous of men at present 
in the world. You not only imple­
ment our disastrous policies but 
are an overwhelming lobby for 
them. You expand and rigidify 
the wrong use of brains, re­
sources and labor so that change 
becomes difficult. 
" . . .  The best service you peo­
ple could perform is rapidly to 
phase yourselves out, passing on 
your relevant knowledge to peo­
ple who are better qualified . . . .  
Since you are the most of the 
research and development there 
is, we cannot do without you as 
people, but we cannot do with 
you as you are." 
Goodman laughed ·at them for 
claiming socially useful items 
·•spin off" from military inven­
tiveness. "You remind me of TV 
networks who, after 20 years of 
nothing, boast that they did 
broadcast the McCarthy hearings 
and the Kennedy funeral" (free 
and friendly laughter followed). 
They should be wiped off the 
slate." (Shouts of ."Who are 'we'? 
were answered by Goodman: "I 
and those young people outside.") 
Results 
This is straight talk from de­
centralists to centralists, from 
Davids to Goliaths. Back in 1928 
many of these things were said 
by Borsodi in This Ugly Civiliza­
tion. The "climate" has changed; 
now these things are said direct­
ly, face-to-face, at the invitation 
of the powers-that-be. What does 
this mean? 
May we conclude that the 
depth of these new-old ideas, to­
gether with the integrity and the 
courage of their decentralist pro­
tagonists, has had and will have 
profound effect on the power­
structure? While Goodman re­
ports that his audience of 300 
applauded only once (when he 
said som.e of. bis rem:.rkR m:ay have been unfair and ignorant), 
twenty or more came to him at 
the close of his talk to express 
appreciation and support. 
In a letter to The Green Revo­
lution, Dr. Mumford said, "The 
senators were intelligently re­
sponsive, even Chairman Ribi­
coff, whose proposals I dashed 
cold water on. And the statement 
before the committee hit a wider 
and more varied section of the 
country than I dared to expect. 
Even the Los Angeles Times fea­
tured my attack on the whole sys­
tem." 
It may not be many years-if 
we can keep the bombs from 
falling - before decentralism be­
comes an implemented public 
policy. For that we'll need an­
other round with the decision­
makers, to open up economic as­
pects of centralization - the land 
and money monopolies as well as 
the technical aspects . 
letters, conr d 
pathetic, in fact symbiotic, to 
each other-are not the same or­
ganization. 
As I see it the nation-wide 
School of Living should own the 
land and already-standLt1g build­
ings at Heathcote and rent or 
lease or lend such of th�se facili­
ties necessary to the community. 
The School of Living should re­
taLt1 privileges necessary to its 
functions at Heathcote (confer­
encing, research, publicity, publi­
cations-handling, records, storage, 
�oordination, etc.). 
When We, cont'd 
bucking up  some stove wood. Be­
fore long I had opened my jacket 
to let out excess warmth. We 
really enjoy sawing up a pile of 
fire wood about once a week. You 
can't beat the sound and rhythm 
of those biting teeth. It's an event 
of sorts around here. 
Need For A Horse 
We've been looking and asking 
for a work horse. We want to use 
it to skid our logs out of the 
woods. There are still a good 
many horses and ponies in the 
vicinity, but. trained work horses 
are scattered rather thinly. We 
bid on a half-Belgian at an auc­
tion but she went for more than 
we were willing to pay. Prices 
quoted to us for work horses have 
been $60 to $125; ponies may go, 
for $20 at a local auction barn. 
Beslues sk10.0.1ng cal>ln logs an<l 
firewood, our horse will probably 
also be used to do a little plow­
ing, hay cutting and hauling. 
The New Calf 
During January our Holstein 
cow gave birth to a fine heifer 
calf. We call it Dawrr since she 
was born at 7 o'clock in the 
morning. I fed the cow about 20 
minutes prior· to the birth and 
upon returning found the calf 
resting in the straw bedding. The 
mother vigorously licked the calf 
to dry it and to receive the bene­
ficial moisture from the calf's 
body. Within half an hour the 
newcomer was on its quivering 
feet. Now after three weeks the 
calf is much larger, very strong 
and a spirited kicker. 
The cow coming in fresh is a 
delightful boon to our diet. Fresh 
milk and cream every day is wel­
comed by all. About 14 quarts a 
day is plenty for the calf as well 
tween them but in the hope of 
avoiding conflicts which could 
arise later, as both organizations 
expand and increase their activi­
ties. For the present, if we can 
simply be aware that the Center 
and the cornmunity are two sepa­
rate, though symbiotic, entities, 
we will be smoothing the paths of 
both of them. - Gordon Yaswen, 
Box 201. Modena. N. Y. 12548 
Since the only indivisible and 
immaterial thing is a mathemati­
cal point, Plato's notion that the 
soul is both indivisibly active (or 
spontaneous) and immaterial is 
quite false; for a point cannot 
act! We need a sounder philoso­
phy and theology. My study has 
led to the view of one spontane­
ously creative substance tindivisi­
ble material) which I call the 
soul, self, or individual; or our 
natural God; or active real space. 
This is the indivisible material 
whole. 
You and I are this one cosmic 
whole individual manifested as 
distinct and unique bodily mem­
bers of word-using societies in 
their natural environment. The 
Goodman also reminded them 
that they acted as if "we have to 
develop in a certain technological 
style . . . .  If we had put our brans 
and money into developing elec­
tric cars we would now have 
electric cars: if we had concen-
trated on intensive agriculture, 
we would now find this the most 
efficient . . . .  You will probably 
concede that much of what you 
do is ugly and h arrnful . . . but 
that it is necessary for the Ameri­
can way of life, and therefore you 
cannot do otherwise. Since we be­
lieve. however. that that way of 
life is itself unnecessary, ugly 
and un-A.merican, we cannot con­
done your present operations. 
The people living in the com­
munity are obviously going to be 
handling much of the business of 
the Center, due to proximity, in­
terest and initiative. Still, a dis­
tinction should be made, and 
maintained between what is Cen­
ter business and what is commu­
nity business. Decisions necessary 
for the Center should. where 
preferable and possible; be left 
to the trustees or the membership 
of the School of Living itself. 
[Certa.inly national School of 
Living business should not bur­
den Heathcote Community. At 
the same time. one factor in this 
situation is that the education 
which the School of Living spon­
sors is a '·community of people 
dealing with its major problems 
of living in libertarian and direct 
manner." In effect. a "communi­
ty," a '·new culture." is the dem­
onstration the School of Living 
wants to make. Suppose a group 
of families should take up plots 
at Heathcote with little intent or 
ability to work at or achieve this 
' ·new culture." \Vho shares a con­
cern that the Heathcote Commu­
nity become a working pattern 
with certain features? If so, how 
is this to be achieved?-MJL] 
I suggest this distinction be­
tween the Center and the commu­
nity not because I can see any 
existing conflict of interest be-
as the six people in our commu­
riity. Rebecca and I made a pound 
of butter not long ago by shaking 
cream in a gallon jar. When we 
;;aw those butter grains forming, 
we shook with added enthusiasm. 
After the butter was separated 
from the buttermilk we of. course 
had to sample it on hot muffins. 
More Building 
Much building is planned in 
the near future. Aside from the 
log house, we'll put up a smoke­
house, icehouse, outhouse and fa­
cilities to shelter children for the 
summer. Right now we're work­
ing on a place in the loft to be 
used primarily by Gil Shepard, 
who joined us nearly a month 
ago. Only the ceiling and floor 
remain to be insulated before the 
work is more or less done. The 
cost of this room approaches zero 
since only scrap lumber, card­
board, straw and redaimed nails 
were used. We gave 50c for the 
secondhand window. The smaH 
heating stove and pipe is about 
the only expense put into this 
place. Everyone wants to move 
to this room. for it has the best 
dew anywhere indoors. 
Children in the Summer 
During the summer we ,vish to 
host several children, either from 
an institution or from under­
privileged homes. Perhaps from 
both. Most of us here are very 
much interested in children and 
enjoy working and playing with 
them. We wish to provide freer 
learning experiences as well as 
uncoerced social relationship;;:. It 
is our hope that the children will 
find some kind of value and joy 
in the relationships of a short 
summer. It may be that if the 
children do come. it will helu them. as well as us, to get a 
clearer idea of who we are and 
where we are headed. 
Land For 
Homesteaders 
The following people have con­
tacted Green Revolution offer­
ing land at very reasonable rates. 
Write to them, including a self­
addressed envelope, if you are 
seriously interested (outline your 
needs. wants. background. skills. 
goals and resources). These land: 
holders are busy people, but gen­
erous and willing to consider 
serious applicants). 
Robert Blum, Ferndale, N. Y. 
(part of 200 acre farm). 
Joseph Locanthy, Watch Hill. 
Rd., Peekskill, N. Y. (30 acres 
near Eastern Shore of Virginia). 
Mrs. William S. McVay, Box 
569, Vernon, Fla. (plans to buy 
land if young people cooperate). 
Mrs. Fred Wissing. 516 W. 7th. 
Traverse City, Mich. (100 acres 
on shore of Traverse Bay). 
Ferdi & Rebecca Knoess, Pen­
nington. Minn. (100 acres). 
Elizabeth Seeberg, 3634 Nine 
Mile Rd. ,  Cincinnati, Ohio (25 
acres). 
